


• The fourth year of the Council’s annual survey on the economic and social impact of 
cultural organisations in Manchester

• Open to all cultural partners in the city – compulsory for Council-funded organisations  

• Enables the Council and partners to:
• Understand the city’s cultural organisations in terms of estimated economic impact and social value
• Demonstrate progress towards the Our Manchester Strategy and Cultural Ambition
• Advocate for arts and culture and the Council’s continued investment
• Understand patterns of Manchester resident engagement in arts and culture (people and place) and 

identify any gaps or weaknesses 
• Create a resource for the Council and cultural organisations which supports future business planning 

and funding applications

• The 2019/20 survey will provide a pre-pandemic baseline.

























Audience Participants Volunteers Employees Board Members

16%

26%

22%

21%

15%

82%

8%

4%
2%

4%

0%

30%

37%

28%

5%

41 orgs 

7%

41%

20%

21%

11%

0%

10%

30%

48%

12%
0-19

20-34

35-49

50-64

65+

Manchester Resident Population (2019 ONS MYE)

0-18 19-34 35-49 50-64 65+
23% 36% 18% 13% 9%

27 orgs 21 orgs 30 orgs 39 orgs 



Audience Participants Volunteers Employees Board Members

Manchester Resident Population (2011 Census)

White British White other Dual Heritage Black or Black British Asian or Asian British Other
59% 7% 5% 9% 17% 3%

39 orgs 25 orgs 42 orgs 15 orgs 24 orgs 



Audience Participants Volunteers Employees Board Members

Manchester Resident Population (2019 ONS MYE)

Male Female
51% 49%

Percentage of people not identifying with the gender assigned at birth

40 orgs 33 orgs 41 orgs 19 orgs 24 orgs 

10 orgs 13 orgs 33 orgs 19 orgs 28 orgs 



No resident population data available

37 orgs 37 orgs 27 orgs 17 orgs 22 orgs 
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Maps based on ward 
where school is located

Percentage of 
schools in ward 
that engaged 
with at least 
one cultural 
organisation

NB. Some 
wards have 
very few 
schools which 
skews the 
proportion 
engaged

Total participants

Participants from 
Manchester 
Schools

72,797

98% of 
schools 
engaged











“We are still, for many people, an 
invisible / invisibilised community 
and so we are really excited to have 
had this opportunity to take up space!” 

"I feel more confident in joining other things now”

“Now I know it is free, I’d go again”
“This kind of project made me felt valuable to the 
society and other people. Without meaning music 
is just sound, and the meaning to audiences is just 
as important as it is to the performers.”

“I want to be in public 
spaces with older 
people, younger 
people, artists and 
those who have, maybe 
struggled with life -
and that is what we 
had!”

“I was able to develop and flourish as an upcoming artist 
and be able to afford a temporary studio, materials, 
equipment as well as have the chance to immerse myself  
within the creative community”

“How wonderful is this?”

“These sessions 
made me realise 
what life is”


